January 18, 2011

FREE Opportunity for Long Term Care facilities1 located in the Department of Public Health- EMS Region 2, to join the Massachusetts Long Term Care Mutual Aid Plan (MassMAP)

Dear Colleague:

The City of Worcester-Partnership for Enhancement of Regional Preparedness [PERP] http://cmemsc.org/PERP/ and the Worcester Metropolitan Medical Response System [WMMRS] set aside money to pay for long term care facilities to join MassMap www.mutualaidplan.org/massmap
You are receiving this notice because your facility is located in Region 2 and is not currently a member of MassMap.

What is MassMap?
MassMap is not a substitute for your own internal facility’s overall Emergency Operations Plan.  This plan establishes a course of action and an agreed commitment among participating long term care facilities to assist each other as needed in the time of a disaster, when their internal plans may become overwhelmed.  Assistance may come in the form of: 

· Providing pre-designated evacuation locations for residents during a disaster; and/or 

· Providing or sharing supplies, equipment, transportation, staff or pharmaceuticals to a facility when a disaster overwhelms their own community or exceeds the capability of internal emergency preparedness plans. 

While your facility may already be part of a community based Mutual Aid Plan or incorporated into your Company’s overall emergency and/or evacuation plan process, this unique statewide plan will supplement those existing resources when the local or corporate plan is overwhelmed by a regional disaster or in a fast moving event.  Benefits to participating include: 

· Preplanned Evacuation Strategy - fast evacuation (i.e. Fire/Gas Leak) and delayed evacuation (i.e. Hurricane/Loss of Emergency Power.) 

· Preplanned Supply, Equipment and Pharmaceutical Support when isolated. 

· Provide local public safety incident commanders with easy on-site access to user-friendly plans including contact information for evacuation resources and key personnel. 

· Provide local EMS commander with resources needed to efficiently identify, transfer and track residents to pre-designated receiving sites and facilities. 

· Development of proactive Communications for ALL parties (healthcare, emergency agencies).

· Plan requirements meet DPH, Elder Affairs and Joint Commission disaster drill requirements and allow for community participation in disaster preparedness.

FREE Opportunity for Long Term Care facilities
 located in the Department of Public Health- EMS Region 2, to join the Massachusetts Long Term Care Mutual Aid Plan (MassMAP)

Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity to help strengthen your internal Emergency Preparedness Plan.  Hospitals and Community Health Centers in Region 2 have also developed a Mutual Aid Plan that models and works in cooperation with MassMap during regional disasters. 

Together we can partner to enhance our regional preparedness!

To learn more about this opportunity and to get an orientation to MassMAP, please join us on January 25th at the Knollwood Nursing Center in Worcester, 87 Briarwood Circle, (508) 853-6910.  A special session for “new” MassMAP members and anyone wanting to learn more about MassMAP will be held from noon –1pm, following the general training session noted below.  


In addition, the week of January 24th, 2011, Mass Senior Care, in partnership with Russell Phillips & Associates will be providing a series of free working sessions to assist you in enhancing your Emergency Preparedness plans. Specifically, we will cover the following topics:

• Completing a Hazard Vulnerability Analysis (HVA) specific to your facility;

• Using the Influx/Surge Capacity guidelines to customize your plans; and

• Using Mutual Aid Plans to support local and regional disasters.

For more information and to register go to www.maseniorcare.org, click on “members” then click on “Education & Events”.  

If you have any questions please contact Ms. Leoni directly at (617) 558-0202 ext.228 or mleoni@maseniorcare.org .  
Sincerely,

Margaret Leoni, VP of Regulatory Affairs
Massachusetts Senior Care Association
To take advantage of this opportunity contact Margaret Leoni, Vice President of Regulatory Affairs at the Mass Senior Care Association and the MassMAP Region 2 Steering Committee Co-Chair.  You can reach Ms. Leoni through her e-mail at � HYPERLINK mailto:mleoni@maseniorcare.org ��mleoni@maseniorcare.org� or by phone at (617) 558-0202 ext. 228








� Long term care facilities is defined to include Nursing homes, Assisted Living facilities and Rest Homes





